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. . TO THE HOKGRABLE — e
o —

THhe Commong of he Tnited A iraomy,
IN PARLTIAMENT ASSEMBLED, '

The humble Pefition of the undersigned Morchants, Manufacturers, Ship
. theners, and Traders of the Port of London:

= SHEWETH, ‘

THAT,wr[’uﬁximmh-elemz, with the wimost coneern, that o Bill hea
been Bronght fnto your Hosersble Hoase, by bis Mujesty's Attrnep-Ganeral, called. the « Foreign
Enlistemeat D" which will biva the effect, = your Pesitioners apprebend of restricting, by & erel sl
. extrterndionry Lgiative procecding, the intercsarys aubiisting hetween this Country nd Spail Amerions

That this messnre sppesrs to ponr Pelitioners calenlnted, not only in its immediste operation, bat
in its ultimate comsequences, to endunger & valuable and Ineressing trade, capobls, in due smsoe, of
‘beneficilly employing a lange partion of that Capital now diverbed, by the course of politien] evants, from
other channels,—and of sandering immessurable benefit to this ceuntry,

. Your Petitioners hambly submit to your Honomble Hose, that there s mothing, in the state of
the relations subsisting betwsen Grest Britoin aod Spzin, to call for pach  smerifice ou the part of thic
wountryi but that, ve the contrary, the preseriation of the goed faith and istegrity of the constry will
e found to be perfectly compatible with the mal of it il intereats,

To astablish thix assertisa, your Petitiooers pray the sttention of yonr Homorable Houss 4o the
falluwing slubement of Facts, sesting forth the Fine of conduct bitherta pursnat by Grest Bebtain tovards
the Spasich Culonie, und its presant pelatiza wifh Spuin in saypest of thes.

. In the yosr 1797, Proclemations were luued by the Governars of the Wt Indiy Towads, and
. indurrionsly cireulatad thronyh the Spunish Colaniny, exciting wsl encouraging the Inhshitsnts 1
esist the oppressive suthority of their Gevernment,” ard promising thems, for this parpose, in fhe nom of
the Britich Governianent, % Farcws, Arms, and Ammunition to sy axtent,” as will be mare particularly
ween by reference to the Proclamation of Sir Thomas Picten, then Governor of Trisidal, dsted ot hat
Istand, 26th Juaw, 1707, =

It doss net appear, that, up te the year 1814, thes Proclmetions were revohed by any bl
i . sutberity, o the promises of suppart which they publisied, publicly and legitionuly retracted,

In thet ywr, n Treaty war concluded between Great Britals <ol Spain, in an ndditional ariiels o
which the Brisish Gavernment bued itself to ke messures for preventing British subjects froea furcishing
] ** drma, Awsnsition, or any ather warlike arsiels,” to the Spails Celonios,

| Wihiether this Treaty was reconcilable to the previous engagempnts of Great Britein towasds the
s 48 Spanish Calsales, or whather it zccorded with tha interests of thin cauntry o reinstate the commarcal
monapaly certain ta follow an the restsrptivn of the colnics to Spnish dumininn, your Perioness wil
uak prevamu to enquire, more especially s they usderstand, that the Treaty in question hes oot predved
the upprobation er the sanctioa of your Hanorable Houss,

But they venture hambly to suggest, that this Treaty bound the Tiish Gorornseas o noiblng
mire than the enforcement of the laws as they thea stoed, und thet it nether did, mer could, bind his
; Mujesty’s Governmens to an altemtlon of the Beitish lows,

Equally do they ventars 20 submit a yusr Hessurable Honse, that the madutéasnce of u jist eginit
of nentmlity requires go new law to support it,

Tt hax been stated, that the teo Ststutes paseed in the fime of George the Second. ore oot 57
Ble to Suath America, being in teres coallaed tn rucsgnised Governments only.

. “Thare Laws, it is bumbly sulesitted, wees pavsed for 2 prrticolar purpase,—aunder pecaliss cireams
stunces,—anel without the least intended referenes to such u cas 3 the one usdir considemtion.
*




